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President Obama. Please be seated. Good afternoon, everybody, and on behalf of the 
American people, I want to welcome President Preval, the First Lady, and their delegation to 
the United States. The President and I have just concluded a very productive meeting in the 
Oval Office on the urgent and overriding challenges before us: helping the people of Haiti as 
they recover and rebuild after one of the most devastating natural disasters ever to strike our 
hemisphere. 

Mr. President, as I did when I spoke to you in those first days after the earthquake, I again 
want to express to you and to the Haitian people the deepest condolences of the American 
people. Your grief is shared by our strong and vibrant Haitian-American community, some of 
whom join us here today and who continue to mourn the loss of their loved ones back in Haiti. 
To you, and to our fellow Americans, please know that you remain in our thoughts and in our 
prayers. 

The United States joins in mourning the loss of American citizens, as more than 100 
Americans died in this earthquake, and our hearts also go out to their loved ones. We also 
remember that this natural disaster was an international tragedy, taking the lives of Dominicans 
and Canadians, French, Brazilians, and people from dozens of nations around the world. 

President Preval and his delegation offered an update on the status of relief, recovery, and 
reconstruction efforts, the progress so far, and the daunting challenges ahead in a disaster that, 
even now, defies comprehension. To offer just some perspective on the awful scale of Haitian 
loss, it's as if the United States, in a terrible instant, lost nearly 8 million people. Or, it's as if 
one-third of our country, 100 million Americans, suddenly had no home, no food or water. 
That gives you a sense of, relative to the populations, what has happened in Haiti. No nation 
could respond to such a catastrophe alone. It would require a global response. And that's 
exactly what we have seen these past 2 months. 

Mr. President, even as you and other Haitian leaders have endured your personal 
tragedies—losing your own homes, your loved ones—you have carried on with great courage 
and determination. You've persevered, leading an international effort with critical support from 
the United Nations, many partner nations, and countless nongovernmental organizations. 
Representatives of some of the NGOs are here today, and for the extraordinary work that 
you've done to uplift lives every day, in Haiti and around the world, often at great risk to your 
own lives, we salute you as well. 

In this international response, the United States has been proud to play a leading role. Mr. 
President, we are joined today by men and women representing all the Americans who 
answered Haiti's call in its hours of need, including Members of Congress and many State and 
local officials, who we thank for their support, and leaders from across my administration: the 
Department of State; USAID; Homeland Security; FEMA; Health and Human Services; 
Transportation; and the Department of Defense, including our great folks at Southern 
Command. Today I want to thank all of them for leading a swift and coordinated response 
during one of the most complex humanitarian efforts ever attempted. 

1 



We're joined by Ambassador Ken Merten and some of our heroic Embassy staff, who 
worked around the clock. We're joined by our disaster response teams, who were on the scene 
within 24 hours; our military personnel, who quickly reopened the airport and the port, making 
way for a massive humanitarian effort; our search and rescue teams, who crawled into the 
rubble to pull survivors out to safety, Haitian and American; the volunteer physicians and 
nurses and paramedics, who treated tens of thousands of patients with life-threatening injuries; 
and all our men and women in uniform, who have helped to distribute desperately needed food 
and water and medicine to millions of people—our remarkable soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
marines, and coast guardsmen. 

I just want to personally say how extraordinarily proud I am of each and every one of you, 
because I think you represent what's best in America. And I could not be prouder of the 
response that all of you were engaged in during this humanitarian crisis. 

Now, no relief effort of this magnitude is without its difficulties, but there should be 
absolutely no doubt in anybody's mind, along with their Haitian and international partners, 
these men and women made a difference. They saved lives—countless lives—of men and 
women and children. 

So, Mr. President, if you will permit us this moment to briefly express once again our 
admiration for all those who stepped forward, who volunteered, who represent the true 
character of our country, and who projected to the world the best face of America, a face of 
compassion and generosity. Each and every one of you can take enormous pride at your 
service, and every single American thanks you for making us so proud. 

I also want to acknowledge the enormous generosity of so many individual Americans who 
gave what they could to support Haiti, even in difficult economic times. That help makes 
possible an extraordinary response from the courageous and capable nongovernmental 
organizations that have been at the scene and that support all kinds of efforts that the 
Government is engaged in. And I know that the support of the American people will continue 
to be essential as Haiti tries to recover and rebuild. 

As President Preval and I discussed, the situation on the ground remains dire, and people 
should be under no illusions that the crisis is over. Many Haitians are still in need, desperate 
need in some cases, of shelter and food and medicine. And with the spring rains approaching, 
those needs will only grow. The challenge now is to prevent a second disaster. 

And that's why, at this very moment, thousands of Americans, both civilian and military, 
remain on the scene at the invitation of the Haitian Government. And that's why, even as the 
U.S. military responsibly hands off relief functions to our Haitian and international partners, 
America's commitment to Haiti's recovery and reconstruction must endure and will endure. 
This pledge is one that I made at the beginning of this crisis, and I intend for America to keep 
our pledge. America will be your partner in the recovery and reconstruction effort. 

Toward that end, the international donors' conference at the United Nations later this 
month will be an opportunity—an important opportunity for all parties. Haiti can lead the way 
and will lead the way with a strong vision for its future. The international community can 
pledge the resources that will be necessary for a coordinated and sustained effort. And working 
together, we can ensure that assistance not simply delivers relief for the short term, but builds 
up Haiti's capacity to deliver basic services and provide for the Haitian people over the long 
term. 
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So, Mr. President, in the face of devastation that shocked the world, the people of Haiti 
responded with resolve and faith that inspired the world, in song and in prayer and in the 
determination to carry on. As you declared during last month's national day of mourning, "It is 
time to wipe away the tears; it is time for Haiti to rebuild." 

And to you and to the Haitian people, I say today, as you embark on the heavy work 
ahead, you will continue to have a steady and reliable partner in the United States of America. 

So with that, let me turn this over to President Preval. 

President Preval. Mr. President, dear friends in Congress, members of the organizations 
that helped Haiti in this moment of need, the Haitians of Washington: The damages caused in 
Haiti by the earthquake of January 12, 2010, are unimaginable. But the response from the 
international community—from Asia to Africa, from the United States, from Canada, from all 
of Latin America, from the Caribbean, from Europe, all the way to the Middle East—this 
response, thanks to its swiftness, thanks to its size, was commensurate with the disaster. 

Today, here and now, I would like to thank the American people, I would like to thank 
Congress, I would like to thank the administration, and you, in particular, Mr. President, as 
well as your wife, not only for the material aid but also for the moral support, the psychological 
support that helped us realize that we were not alone and that provide us great comfort in our 
distress. 

You, thanks to your statements, sent a message to all of those who provided help to Haiti; 
needless for me to repeat that which you said. So I would like to thank you for having made it 
possible for these people to come to help us. 

Mr. President, for me, this is also an opportunity to express my sympathy, my 
condolences, to all of the American families for whom members of their families were killed, 
injured in Haiti during this earthquake. 

Dear friends, we must draw the lessons from what occurred in Haiti. These are lessons for 
all of mankind. The Haiti earthquake was immediately followed by the earthquake in Chile, as 
well as other earthquakes throughout the world. And the countries that have seismic risks are 
not merely those countries which are located on top of seismic faults. In fact, the tsunamis, 
which are the repercussions of break in faults, threaten other regions as well as the United 
States. 

In addition to earthquakes and tsunamis, global warming is a major concern for the entire 
planet. We must draw the lessons from what occurred in Haiti. The massive, spontaneous, 
generous help was a good response to the disaster; however, its effectiveness must be 
improved, because effectiveness depends on the quality of coordination. 

This is why I support the idea of the creation of so-called red helmets within the United 
Nations, and these would be an observatory, a warning system, a provision system for natural 
disaster and a humanitarian force which would be the equivalent of the blue helmets. It was 
proposed that there should be so-called red helmets, a humanitarian force in order to intervene 
and that would work in a coordinated manner as soon as the first minutes after a disaster, 
which are fundamental to saving lives. 
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Mr. President, during our meeting, I mentioned what Haiti’s preoccupations and 
priorities were. Our priorities are, first and foremost, as you said, protection of those people 
who today are homeless and who must be relocated. And in parallel, we must prepare the rainy 
season, which just last week has already caused the deaths of 15 people. 

And at the same time, much more basically, we must deal with the need of rebuilding 
Haiti, thanks to an effective decentralization policy, namely offering health care, education, 
jobs to all Haitians, men and women, regardless of where they live in the country, in order to 
prevent migratory flows towards the big cities, towards Port-au-Prince, and that will help avoid 
that disaster such as the earthquake would cause so many victims. 

On March 31st, there will be at the United Nations an international conference in order 
to support the reconstruction of Haiti. I do hope that all participants will share this philosophy, 
this vision, of decentralization. 

And at the same time, just as the first-responders, I do recommend the concept of a 
coordination via the creation of a trust fund, a donors trust fund, whose implementation would 
be done—followed according to a unique procedure carried out by one executing agency. We 
talked about this, and I do know that we can already count on your support to be the advocate 
of that idea during this conference in support of our vision. 

Thank you very much.   

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Preval's wife, Elisabeth Debrosse Delatour; and U.S. 
Ambassador to Haiti Kenneth H. Merten. President Preval spoke in French, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 
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